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Have lately received the following Letter from a 
Co.ntry Gentleman. 





jhe Mr, SPECTATOR, 
ted T HE Night before eft London 1 went to feea 
* Play called The Humorous Lientena:zt, Upon 
BI the rifing of the Curtain I was very much turprifed 
1 Bwith the great Confort of Cat-calls which was ex- 
ibited that Evening, and begun to think withi.y 
‘ABelf that § had made a Miltzke, ana coue toa 
ut | lufick Meeting inftead of the Play-houie. It in- 
| vEmdeed appeared 2 little odd to me to tee fo many 
AM@derfons of Quality of both S.xes affembled. toge- 
weber at a kind of Catter-wawling, for I cdénnot 
ge @mpok upon that Perform. nceto have been any thing 
epamretter, whatever the Moficians themfelves sight 
a Mink of it. As 1 had no Acquaintance in the Houle 
Bo ask Queftions of, and was torced co go out of 
ih Town early the next Morning, 1 could not learn 
Meme Sccret of this Matter. What I wou’d thcre- 
fore defire of you is, to 
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ive fome Account of 
pias (irange Inftruinent which [ found the Company 
SMlled aCat-call ; and particularly to let meknow 
phether it be a Viece of Mulick lately come trom 
Hialy. For my own part, to_ be free with you, l 
wou'd rather hear an Englifh Fiddle ; tho’ 1 durft 
ot ihew my Diflike whilft 1 was in the Play-houfe, 
‘gH being my Chance to fit the very next Man to 
me of the Performers, 


Iam, SI R, 
Youur reoft Affetionate Fricad, 











and Servant, 


re John Shallow, E/y;. 
Be 

mat ‘Compliance with Squire Shallow’s Requeft, I 
peg timen this Paper as a Dificrtation upon the Cat-call. 
ame order to make my felf a Mafter of the Subjed, 
chafed one the beginning of laft Week, tho 
{without great difficuliy, being inform’d at two 
thee Toythops that the Players had lately bought 












quaties in relation & its Original, and find 
mvery much divided;among themfelves upon 
dpéticular, A Fellow of the Royal Society, who 


tygood Friend, anda great Proftcientin the Ma- 









mall up. 1 have fince confuited many learned - 


thematical part of Mufick, concludes from the Sim~ 
plicity of its Make, andthe Uniformity of its Sound, 
that the Cat-call isg!der than any of the Inventions 
of Fxlal. He oblerves very well, that Mufical In- 
itruments took their tirft rife from the Notes of Birds, 
aid other melodious Animals; and what, fays he, 
was more natural than for the firft Ages of Mankind 
to imitate the Voice of a Cat that lived under the 
fame Roof with them? He added, that the Cat had 
contributed more to Harmony than any other Ani- 
mal, as: we are not only beholden to her. for this 
Wind Inftrument, but for our String Mufick in ge- 
neral, : 


“Another Virtuofo of my Acquaintance will not 
allow the Cat-call to be older than Thefpis, and is 
apt to think it appear’d in the World foon after the 
Ancient Comedy ; for which reafon it has ftilla place 
in our Dramatick Entertainmenis: Nor mutt I here 
omit what a very curious Gentieman, who is lately 
return’d from his Travels, has more than once al- 
fured, me, namely, that there was lately dug up at 
Roiwie the Statue of a Mmus, who holds an Inftru- 
ment in his Right Hand, very much refembling our 
Modern Cat-call. 

There are others who afcribe this Invention to 
Orpheus, and look upon the Cat-cail to be one of 
thofe Initruments which that famous Mutician made 
ufe of to draw the Bealls about him. It is certain, 
that the roafting of a Cat does not call together a 
greater Audience of that Species, than this Inftru- 
ment, ‘if dexteroufly piay’d upon in proper Time 
and Place. 


But notwithftanding thefe various and learned 
Conje@tures, I cannot torbear thinking that the Cat- 
call is originally a Piece of E:glifo Mutick. its Re- 
femblance tothe Voice of fome of our Britifo Song- 
flers, as Weil as the ufe of it, which is peculiar to 
our Nation, confirms me in this Opinion. It has 
at leaftreccived great improvements among us, whe- 
ther we contider the Inttrument it {elf, or thofe fe- 
veral Quavers and Graces which are thrown into 
the playing of it. Every one might be fenfible of 
this, who heard that remarkable overgrown Cet- 
call which was placed in the Center of the Pit, and 
prefided over all the reft ct that ceiebrated Perform- 
ance lately exhibited in Driry-Lane, 
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Having 


































































Having faid thus much concerning the Original 
of the Cat-call, we are in the next place to con- 
fider the Ufe of it, The Cat-call exerts it felf to 
moit advantagein the Britifb Theatre: {t very much 
improves the found of Nonfenfe, and often goes a- 
long with the Voice of the A@or who pronounces 
it, as the Violin or Harpficord accompanies the Jta- 
tan Recitativo. 


It has often fupplied the place of the ancient ‘Cho- 
rus, inthe Works of Mr. * * * In fhort, a bad 
Poet has as great an Antipathy to a Cat-call asma- 
ny People have to a real Cat. 


Mr. Collier, in his Ingenious Effay upon Mufick, 
has the following Paffage : 


I believe *tis poffible to invent an Inftrument that 
Spall have a quite contrary Effect to thofe Martial 
ones wow in nfe, Ax Inftrament that fhall fink the 
Spirits, — the Nerves, and curdle the Blood, 
andinfpire Defpair,and Cowardife, and Confternatioz, 
at a furprizing rate. °Tis probable the Roaring of 
Lions, the Warbling of Cats and Scritch-Owls, tuge- 
ther with a mixture of the Howling of Dogs, judtci- 
oxfly imitated and yo ers might go a great way 
in this Invention. Whether fuch Anti-mujick as tins 
might not be of Service in a Camp, I foall leave to 
the Military Men to confider. : 


What this learned Gentleman fappofes in Spe- 
culation, I have known adtually verified in PraQice. 
The Cat-eall has ftruck a Damp into Generals, and 
frighted Heroes off the Stage. At the firft found 
of it I have feeen a Crowned Head tremble, and a 
Princefs fall into Fits, The Humorous Lieutenant 
hinfelf could not ftand it, nay, 1 am told that even 
Almanzor looked like 2 Monfe,and trembled: at the 
Voice of this terrifying Inftrument. 


As it is of a Dramatick nature, and peculiarly ap- 
propriated to the Stage, I can by no means approve 
the Thonght of that angry Lover; who after an 
unfuccefsful Purfuit of fome Years took leave of 
his Miftrefs in a Serenade of Cat-ealls.  — 


I muft conclude this Paper with the Account I 
have lately received of an ingenious Artift whohas 
long ftudied this Inftrament, and is very well verfed 
in all the Rules of the Drama. He teaches toplay 
on it by Book, and to exprefs by it the whole Art 
of Criticifm. He has his Bafe and his Treble Cat- 
call; the former for Tragedy, the latter for Come- 
dy; only in Tragy-Comedies they may both play 
together in Confort. He has a-particular Squeak 
to denote the Violation of each of the Uni- 
ties, and has different Sounds to thew whether 
he @ims at the Poet or the Playcr. In hort, he 
teaches the Smut-note, the Fuftian-note, the Srupid- 
note, and has compofed a kind of Airthat may 
ferve as an Aét-tune to an incorrigible Play, and 
which takes in the whole Compals of the Cat-call. 


** © Not being yet determined with whofe Name 
to fill up the Gap ix this Differtation which is mark- 
ed with Afterisks, I feaR defer st till this Papzr ap- 
pears with others im aVolume. 


’ ling Huwfcin Hide Park Road, neu the Queen's Mead Houfe, wi 





ADVERTISEMENTS. 
By Her Majefty’s Company of Comedians, ; 
At the Theatre Royal in Drury-Lane, this prefent 
Thurfday, the 24th Day of April, willbe prefensed tha Tragedy 
of Julius Cafar: With the Death of Srumus and Caffius, Writcen by 
Shakefpear. All the Parts Di‘pos’d to the beft Advantage, By be 
Majefty’s Command no Perfons are to be admitted behind the Scenes, 
Ard to Morrow, (Ac the Defire of feveral Ladies of Quilty) 
will be prefented che Tragedy of Hamlet, Prince of Denmark, fy 
the Benefit of Mr. Booth. 
T the Queen’s Theatre in the Hay-Market, o 
Saurday next beirg the 26th Day of April, will be prefeard 
ad Opera call’d Hydafpes. For the Benefit of Signor Benedetti Bye 
daffari, The Boxes 88. Fic ss. Fir Gallery 28, 6d, Upper Gilley 
18.6d, Boxes upon the Stage Half a Guinee. To begin exadly 
at fix. By her Majefly’s Command no Perfons are to be admin 
behind che Scenes. 
x Whereas there was lately accidentally dit 
covered by an Husbandman at S:imsfield near Woodftock in Oxfrsil - 
ihire, (a large Pavement of rich Mofsick Work of the Ancient Ry 
mas, which is adorn’d with feveral Figures alluding to Mirch ade 
Concord, in particular thar ef Bacehut featedon a Paather.) Thisi 
togive Notice, tht an ex & Delineation of che fame is Engraven 
Imprinted on a large Elephanc Sheet of Paper; whichare tbs Side 
M:.Char'es Lillie’s, Perfum r, at the corner of Beautord Buildings a 
the cicrond, at ft N, B, There are to be had at the fame place g 
one Guinea eaca on a fuperfine Atlas Papir, fome painced with ¢ 
fem varicty of Colours that the faid Pavement is beau:ited with; 
ths Piece of Antiquity is efieemed by the Learned tobe the moft ¢ 
fiierabie ever found in Britain, 
This Day is Publithed, 
Meditations and Prayers to be ufed before, at, ay, Sp 
aft:r cke Receiving the Holy Saeramert of the Lord’s Supper, p 
filth Edicion, with many Additions. Printed for F. F. and S.ld 
Tno,Harbin at the Bible and Anchor in the Lower Walk of ths Ni 
Exchange in the Strand. ; 
This Diy is Publithed, 
Thelliad of Homer, with Notes by Madam D 
Vol. the ad. The 4th, sch, 6th and Sch Books tranQaced by Mr. Oud 
the 7th Book by Timothy, and the gh Bock by Mr.-Brome ote 
John’s Colledge in Cambridge, Printed on a fire E’aiver Leter, 
illufteaced with Copper Plates, done by the beft Gravers from the? 
ris Plates defigned by Coypell, Princed for Bernard Linro:t at theQ 
Keys between the twe Temple Gates in Fleetftreet: Where may 
hid che sft Vol. Nute, the remaining Books ot the Tiiad are done 
Mr. Brome and Mr. Timowby. 
To be Sold, the Manors of Southcave and Flame 
fle*t ms Southeave, in pew sige of York, nmentag to 
ot 4001,.yer Anoum, lire of Mr. John Greea » Attorney MBs "1: 
Wor'-irnet London, or Mr, Fran. Dn im York, ilies, 


Whereas Mr. Van Noft’s Colleétion of Fighngmtsmagi 
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and Vafes was lat Week expéfed to Sale, and fome part of the ) ' 
ee unfo'd, Tuisie to inform che Curious that there are mot th Subi. 
Figures, and Vifes fer Garcans, curicus Antique Heads or: per 0 % J 
dn Libraries, co be foid uncer the Prime Cuit, Mrs. Van Noft beng °€ Pega 
refuived w difpofe of che whole ; znd are ro be feen at his laie dvtaming el{e, 








Actencé ce is yiven. pet 
Mr. Vickers, theClergyman, who cures the King SU 0 
Evil, lives in Sherburn lane near Lombard-ftreet. FF he 
Four Miles beyond Epping, on the borders of H vific 


for fh sc, where the Roads are ysuc, and the Soil healthfaly is W: 













Lec, civher Furnithed os Usfurnifhed, a Gentlemman’s Seat very P 

funtiy ficuated, being 9 very cxrvenient Dwelling Houfe ot fi a! | 
Rooms ona Ficor, wih Garde 8 and Orchards well planed lay h 
Fruit; Stables," Coach-houfes, and othir Ouc-houfes, Fith-ponds, ke Cattied | 


E quireot Mr. Jof ph Gaywood, Goldfmith, acthe Dial in the St 
near che Sav@y Gate, or of Ms. Nel{on, over againft che Church ia 
Old Jewry near Cheapfide, 


Lott three Silver Spoons, with a Creft a Pelic 
Head upon a Ducal Crown, a Stiver Sale wich a Lozenge Deny 
fix pared per Pile, indet.cd. and ¢vo Eagles difplay’d, and aly 
Ii they ate offered t) Sale you are defired ¢» ftop chem, 

tice to Tm. Godwin, a BGookfeller, over-sgaialt St. Ducias 
Courch in Fleetfrer. 

Lately Publith’d, 

Avery neat Pocke: Edition, Printed with as 
ver Lerer, of Paradife Loft. a Roem, in twelve Booka, Wricenby {0 
Milton, Printed for Jacob Tunfon at Shakefpear’s Head ovet “ 
thering Greet in che Sizaud . 

















LON DON: Printed for Sam. Buckley, at the Dolphin in Little-Britais am 
Sold by A. Baldwin in Warwick-Lane ; where Advertifements are taken 
as alfo by Charles Lillie, Perfumer, at the Corner of Beauford-Buildimg! 


the Sirard, 





u s Mote | 
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